Wilks on the Holm Oak
“According to the most reliable sources, the evergreen, ilex or holm oak was introduced into the British Isles some time before 1580. Certainly it was to be found growing on many monastic sites when Henry VIII’s henchman, Thomas Cromwell, was dismantling the Roman Church in Britain and destroying its establishments. With its Mediterranean origins the ilex or holm oak symbolised the Papacy to the reformers and so gained ill repute.” (Wilks, J H, “Trees of British Isles in History and Legend”, Muller, 1972).
I love 'according to the most reliable sources'. The unreferenced statement makes us doubt Wilkes. 

Wilks again: 

“A large ilex oak then grew in the Vatican Gardens, and was described by Pliny as being older than Rome itself.

“Outside the gate of Minster-in-Sheppey Abbey, grew such a tree at the time of the Reformation and, although many similar trees were destroyed in the purges of 1536, a holm oak of more mature stature still grows on this very site. Reputed to be the only oak of its kind on the Isle of Sheppey, tradition says it is the original tree. Until it is felled and ring-counted no one can dispute the claim.” (Ibid.)
If you look on the Internet, you will be told in every site that I can find that the holm oak was introduced into this country in the second half of the 17th Century. It should say re-introduced.
