St Albans 13th Century Eleanor Cross 

Edward I‘s wife, Eleanor, died in 1290 in Hardby, Leicestershire. At each of the places where her body rested the night on its progress to London, a cross was erected. 
One of the Crosses was in what is now Cheapside in The City of London. The Cheapside Cross was torn down in May 1643 under an ordinance from the parliamentary Committee for the Demolition of Monuments of Superstition and Idolatry, led by Sir Robert Harley. To puritanical reformers, the cross was identified with 'Dagon', the ancient god of the Philistines and was seen as the embodiment of Royal Catholic tradition (http://www.reference.com/browse/wiki/Eleanor_cross).

In London there was at least one riot fought in the shadow of the Cheapside Cross as opponents of the cross attempted to pull it down and supporters rallied to stop them. 
In St Albans the case was less dramatic: the Eleanor Cross was pulled down in 1703, not from religious fervour, but from necessity due to neglect (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Albans).

